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Presidents Greeting
Kevin Tritz

Over 300 people attended the
2003 USCC Annual
Conference. The response we
received from the attendees
was exceptionally positive. We
are obviously riding the
momentum from last year's
Conference. At this time, regis-
tration is currently well ahead
of what it was for last year’s
conference. The room block is
filling up fast so make your
reservations today!    

You are invited...
Please plan to join us for the
U.S. Composting Council’s
12th Annual Conference in
Las Vegas! The Council strived,
over the past year, to enhance
services to its membership by
using the quarterly newsletter
to keep people informed on
the ever-changing nature of the
composting industry. This
information exchange will con-
tinue at this year’s conference
where attendees can participate
in over 22 hours of education-

al, technical and hands-on
seminars, as well as have the
opportunity to meet face to
face with the experts and lead-
ers in the composting industry
in an informal, “grassroots” set-
ting.  

The conference will provide
you with the tools to improve
and optimize your facility
operations as well as to manage
successful compost marketing
programs. There will be many
new issues covered during the
conference. Technical knowl-
edge has increased tremendous-
ly. Feedstock availability is
expanding and diversifying.
New markets for our end
products continue to emerge.
Learn about all of these evolv-
ing industry issues, and more,
in January. 

Important ongoing industry
issues will also be addressed
such as the clopyralid contami-
nation of compost feedstock,

and products that threaten the
continued development and
expansion of our industry and
its markets.

This conference will give you a
wonderful opportunity for pro-
fessional growth through
informative sessions and net-
working with colleagues from

across the country and abroad.
There is much to be learned.
Be a part of it. Come find
ways to improve your prod-
ucts, streamline your opera-
tion, and add to your bottom
line.  A conference agenda and
application form has been
included in this newsletter. Be
sure to join us in Las Vegas!
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Is Your Ringside Seat
Reserved for 

January 25-28, 2004?
12th Annual USCC 

Conference and Trade Show

“Growing the Industry”

Topicana Resort, Las Vegas, NV

�

�



growing the industryTropicana Resort  |  las vegas  | nevada  |  Jan 25-28  2004

12th annual conference and trade show

interactive sessions and workshops on 

odor control, composting operations and 

management, marketing, business issues, 

and a roundtable discussion and update 

on Clopyralid litigation and liability 

issues.

this year's program

highlights include:

for pre-conference workshop agendas, instructors, and complete conference program go to www.compostingcouncil.org 

pre-conference workshops and training opportunities-  

l e a r n  f r o m  t h e  e x p e r t s ! compost sales and marketing training course - 

sales training, marketing tools & techniques | compost tea production & applications | 

developing successful backyard composting programs   

�  uscc board of directors meeting  �  uscc annual membership meeting   

�  registration & exhibitor setup

Jan | 25sunday

Jan | 27tuesday
Jan | 28wednesday

Jan | 26monday

continental breakfast  
�  plenary session - growing the industry- a landscape architect’s view and use of 

compost: what composters need to do to market more product- Jack Zunino, fellow of the  

American Society of Landscape Architects  �  overcoming challenges in siting regional 

composting facilities- Liz Ostoich, esq., Synagro  �  standardization in the us composting 

industry  �  clopyralid litigation and liability issues- Scott Summy, Baron and Budd  

�  break in exhibit area
concurrent  session a
�  forum- state of the art update on odor control - a comparison of odor prevention vs 

treatment- odor control options and practical applications |  implementing design and 

operational controls | use of odor control modeling

concurrent  session b
�  biodegradable plastics: coming of age- standards for biodegradable plastics | case 

studies of biodegradable plastics in the us and canada  |  advances in oxy-biodegradable 

polyethylene technology in composting  � lunch
concurrent  session a
�  challenges and opportunities in  composting

surviving community siting challenges  |  integrating composting at the landfill  |  

sustainable growth through development of feedstock and end-product markets  |  

industry challenges and opportunities  �  break in exhibit area
�  market opportunities for composters

compost use in sustainable agriculture  |  how to market compost and other organic 

products  |  training in compost production & utilization  |  effects of new stormwater 

regulations

concurrent  session b
� new and unusual feedstocks

opportunities and challenges for incorporating liquid waste at composting facilities  |  

recycling organic wastes from an urban campus  |  composting animal mortalities and 

other unique feedstocks  �  break in exhibit area
� new directions in applied research

link between research and practical benefits for composting  |  mapping the composting 

process to estimate compost stability  |  extractability, plant yield and toxicity 

thresholds for boron in compost  |  destruction of pharmaceutical and other chemicals 

in biosolids during composting | class a biosolids demo project using a modified static 

aerobic pile method   

� presidents reception  

concurrent  session a
� forum: linking compost product quality data with recommendations for product use, 

part 1-  a series of brief presentations on the industry’s need for practical compost use 

guidelines, based on product analysis, will set the stage for the facilitated panel 

discussion to follow in part 2- compost analysis proficiency (cap) program results and 

application  |  a review of existing compost use research  |  linking uscc field guide 

compost application recommendations with product quality data  |  national dot 

compost specifications, and aashto erosion control specifications - how they were 

determined and are they working? |  a review of a commercial composters compost use 

program  |  how to label compost for organic growers � break in exhibit area
� forum: compost quality data, product labeling, application rates and end use 

recommendations- a facilitated panel discussion will follow the presentations shared in 

part 1 of this program. the objectives will be to determine:

1. Should the USCC, though their TMECC/STA compost testing and labeling program, also assign 

compost use recommendations to the compost products tested? 2. What steps should we take to 

develop guidelines for compost use based on compost quality test results? 3. What mechanism 

(task force, committee, other?) should be created to reach consensus for these guidelines? 

4. What is a reasonable time frame to expect this to be accomplished?

concurrent  session b
� public health and odor issues: perception and reality 

odor: physiological and psychological response  |  managing composting operations: 

public and worker health  |  using the ems approach for biosolids management  |   why 

every compost facility needs an odor plan � break in exhibit area
� compost tea production and application; vermicomposting

industry trends for compost tea applications  |  microbiology of compost teas  |  

vermicomposting organic wastes  

� uscc awards luncheon

concurrent  session a
� forum: business and economics of composting, part 1- composting veterans provide the 

information and answers you need to succeed Walt Carey, Nestle USA; Paul Sellew, Synagro; 

Kathy Kellogg Johnson, Kellogg Garden Products; Chuck Wilson, A-1 Organics; Mitch Kessler, 

Kessler Consulting, Inc. � break in exhibit area
� forum: business and economics of composting, part 2- common threads of success... 

lessons learned over years of composting experience Carla Castegnero, Agrecycle; Jay 

Kilbourn, New England Organics; Kevin Tritz, NRG Processing Solutions; Alan Chappell, EC&D, 

Ltd.; Allen Lynch, Victoria, BC

concurrent  session b  

� roundtable discussion on clopyralid issues, status of research findings and research 

needs- Panel: Jeff Gage, Compost Design SVCS; Bob Rynk, BioCycle; Matt Cotton, IWMC; Eliot 

Epstein, Tetra Tech; Frank Shields, Soil Control Lab; Marti Roberts, Oregon DEQ

� regulations, alternative technologies, waste composition and reduction- progressive 

state regulations in food waste composting  |   what’s really in our waste stream? |  

anaerobic digestability of opium alkaloid processing solid wastes at mesophilic and 

thermophilic temperatures  |  backyard composting: developing successful programs

continental breakfast
� roundtable discussion of clopyralid liability issues

option 1: tour of the hoover dam 

option 2: facility tours/ equipment viewing & demonstrations

option 3: uscc/swana certification exam for manager of compost programs

register today

go to www.compostingcouncil.org, call the uscc at 631 737 4931, or email at uscc@compostingcouncil.org

exhibitor information and sponsorship opportunities are also available on the uscc 

web site or call the uscc at the number above 

us composting council  4250 veterans memorial hwy suite 275 | holbrook | NY |  11741 | tel 631 737 4931 | fax 631 737 4939 | 

email uscc@compostingcouncil.org  | www.compostingcouncil.org 

hotel information

tropicana resort and casino

1 800 634 4000  |  ask for the uscc conference rate

reserve now! room block will be released dec 24 2003

jan 25-28  $59 | night

jan 24       $99 | night (for those desiring a saturday stay over)

current conference sponsors include

a-1 organics

ALLU Group

Barnes Nursery

BioCycle

Ch2m Hill

Composting News

CBI

Cortec & BASF

ERTH Products

Kessler Consulting

Komptech Farwick

MSW Magazine

NRG Processing Solutions

Plastics Solutions

Procter & Gamble

ROTO-MIX

SEC

Synagro

tetra-tech

u.s. filter

Waste Management

W.L. Gore and Associates
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Executive Director’s
Message
Stu Buckner

Membership Growth 
I am pleased to report that the
USCC is growing stronger
with each passing day. One of
this year’s themes has been to
build USCC membership. We
sought to accomplish this
through both improved mem-
ber services and the active
recruitment of new members.
The success of these efforts is
evidenced by, as of this writ-
ing, the more than 80 new
members that have joined the
USCC in 2003!  Even more
members are expected to join
throughout December, possibly
bringing the year end total to
near the century mark!
Membership revenue is the pri-
mary source of funding for
USCC programs, association
activities, and membership
services. A greater membership
base improves the association’s
ability to provide the level of
services consistent with the
needs of a national organiza-
tion. All USCC members are
again requested to recruit just
1 new member in 2004. Your
efforts will help strengthen the
USCC and the U.S.
Composting Industry. 

Increase Membership 
Participation 
Any association is only as
strong as its members make it.
The USCC is in need of mem-
bers who are willing to chair or
serve on our various commit-
tees. Please consider making a
commitment to get involved, if
the success of the USCC is
important to you. The various
committees are listed on the

website. Anyone interested in
volunteering to participate can
contact a committee chair or
the USCC Office at any time. 

Annual Conference
Last year’s conference attendees
had two requests. They were:
Locate the conference so that
post conference activities are
more accessible, and offer more
interactive sessions and net-
working opportunities. Both
requests have been honored!
The Tropicana is conveniently
located in the heart of Las
Vegas’ famous ìStripî. Some of
this year’s conference highlights
include; interactive sessions
and workshops on marketing,
business issues, composting
operations, management and
odor control, as well as a
roundtable discussion on
Clopyralid litigation and liabil-
ity issues. 

Adding to the interactive
nature of the conference, pre-
conference events offered
include; a Compost Marketing
Workshop and Training
Seminar, a Workshop on
Compost Tea Production and
Applications, and a Workshop
on Developing Successful
Backyard Composting
Programs. You’ll find more
detail on these workshops in
the following pages and on the
USCC website. 

In addition, the conference fea-
tures the largest trade show
and exhibition in USCC histo-
ry, where you can meet over 50
leading vendors of equipment,
products and services targeted
for the composting and wood
waste recycling industry.
Attendees will also have the
opportunity to view some of

the newest equipment on the
market and participate in
demonstrations by several ven-
dors. 

An outstanding program is
planned with a diversity of ses-
sions being offered. The critical
issues that will be addressed at
the conference affect all those
affiliated with our industry.
Don’t miss this year’s confer-
ence! 

SWANA Offers CEU’s for
Attending USCC Conference
The Solid Waste Association of
North America (SWANA) is
awarding Continuing
Education Units (CEU’s) to all
qualified managers and associ-
ates for attending any USCC
conference session or pre-con-
ference workshop. Applicable
manager and associate cate-
gories include C&D,
Collection, Composting
Programs, Landfills, MSWS,
Recycling Systems and Transfer
Stations. For more informa-
tion, check the USCC website.

Membership Directory
The membership directory is
currently being updated. There
will be a temporary delay in
distribution because of the
flurry of new members joining
in November and December.
In the interim, all members
should review their listing and
make any necessary changes
now. Please request a copy of
the membership directory form
by e-mail to make any changes
in your company description
or contact information. Return
the updated form to: 
uscc@compostingcouncil.org.
For those who do not have e-
mail, call the USCC office for
a copy and then fax the updat-

ed form to 631-737-4939.
Please make sure that we have
a current e-mail address for
you and anyone in your com-
pany that you want to receive
RFP and bid notifications, and
USCC news and updates.

Elections for Board of
Director’s Positions
All members should have
received a ballot to nominate
four Composters and two
Affiliates for positions on the
Board of Directors. All votes
must be submitted by January
12th, 2004.  Election results
will be announced at the
Annual Conference. 

New directors and new officers
will be installed at the Annual
Board Meeting on January 25,
2004. Please contact Rosa or
Dayna at the USCC Business
Office at 631-737-4931 or 
uscc@compostingcouncil.org
if you have not received a 
ballot. 

Workshops, Training
Courses and More
Conference Workshops!

The USCC annual conference
is a learning, enlightening and
networking extravaganza for
the composting industry. We
have planned, for those of you
who really want a more for-
malized focus on the ‘learning’
part, the following pre-confer-
ence workshops. All three
workshops will be held on
Sunday, January 25 in the
Tropicana Resort, at the times
listed below. 
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Workshop 1: Compost Tea
Microbiology, Production,
Quality Assessment and
Applications
Workshop attendees will learn
the basics of compost tea
microbiology, mechanisms of
plant disease suppression, com-
post tea production equipment
and inputs, quality assessment
tools, and case studies of spe-
cific applications and research.

Instructors: Cindy Salter,
Research Director for Growing
Solutions in Eugene, OR and
Executive Director of the
Compost Tea Industry
Association (CTIA) will mod-
erate and co-present this work-
shop; Vicki Bess/Brantlee
Richter of BBC Laboratories in
Tempe, Arizona, will provide
an overview of the microbiolo-
gy of compost tea and its role
in plant disease suppression;
Tyler Tuttle of Biorem, Inc,
will present nuts & bolts infor-
mation on how they produce,
market and apply compost tea
in their business in Holden,
Utah.

Time: 2:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Workshop Cost: $55 
Limited to a maximum of 35
attendees

Workshop 2: Integrating
Backyard Composting
Programs as Tools for Waste
Diversion, Compost Facility
Acceptance, and Compost
Marketing.
Workshop attendees will dis-
cuss both program set up and
improvement, using the
National Backyard
Composting Program manual
(which is produced by the

USCC) as a reference. In addi-
tion, outreach materials, resi-
dent survey results and ideas
from successful programs
throughout the U.S. will be
shared in order to help plan-
ners design a program that
meets their objectives.

Instructors: Rhonda Sherman-
Extension Solid Waste
Specialist, North Carolina
State University. Rhonda has
been teaching waste diversion
for 18 years, and was co-cre-
ator of the original National
Backyard Composting Program 
Michele Young - Santa Clara
County Home Composting
Education Program

Time: 2:00 PM to 5:00 PM
Workshop Cost: $35
Limited to a maximum of 35
attendees

Workshop 3: Compost
Marketing 
This will provide training for
compost sales and marketing
staff on the basics of compost
marketing and sales. The work-
shop provides marketing
insight and sales techniques for
new, as well as veteran, com-
post sales staff. Subjects will
include: economics of compost
marketing, best practices in
compost marketing, general
sales principles and require-
ments, benefits of compost
use, compost applications,
compost quality issues,
approaching the major com-
post markets (sales ‘pitches’,
sales call role playing, dealing
with objections), and more.

Course Instructor: Ron
Alexander, an American horti-
culturist and veteran compost
salesman and sales/marketing

Welcome New Members

Barbara Luck, Mulch Makers of Ohio, Inc., Norton, OH

Mr. Rick Cohen, Screen USA, Inc., Smyrna, GA

Galen Bren, City of Bismarck Public Works, Bismarck, ND

Bill Smith, City of Tacoma, Tacoma, WA

David Smelly, RJ Smelley Co./Agnes Dairy, Fort Worth, TX

Ken Cramer, Aggregates Equipment, Inc., Leola, PA

Glenda Jeffcoat, Nu Earth Organics, Inc., Algiers, LA

Mark House, Florida Potting Soils, Inc., Orlando, FL

Rob Burberl, Buberl Recycling and Compost, Inc., Stillwater, MN

Harland Dolamore, City of Eustis Wastewater Dept., Eustis, FL

Donald Cochran, City of Hot Springs Utilities, Hot Springs, AR

Frank Franciosi, Green-Releaf by Novozymes, Franklinton, NC

Fatih Buyuksonmez, Ph.D., San Deigo State University, San Deigo, CA

Don Bailey, Bailey Compost, Snohomish, VA

Dan de Grassi, Santa Cruz County Public Works, Santa Cruz, CA

James Butler, Simplicity Engineering, Inc., Westfield, MA

Scott Hammer, Vital Earth Resources, Gladewater, TX

Ken Singh, Singh Farms, LLC, Scottsdale, AZ

Kelly Wellman, City of Bryan, Bryan, TX

Eric Zaragoza, The City of Bryan Compost Facility, Bryan, TX

Al Rattie, AR Consulting, Sellersville, PA

Curt McCullough, American Organics, Inc., Coldwater, OH

Royce Acuff, Nature Life, Inc., Ropesville, TX

Ken Jones, Coastal Netting Systems, Bakersfield, CA

William Winters, Novus Wood Group, Houston, TX

Kathy Moore, Woodward, OK

Ray Miller, San Juan Capistrano, CA

Steve Johnson, Ceres Environmental, Brooklyn Park, MN

Marty Myers, ThreeMile Canyon Compost, Boardman, OR

Amy Cicchillo, Professional Recyclers of Pennsylvania, Bellwood, PA

Ed Lynde, Lynde & McLeod Company, Inc., Maple Grove, MN

Lachlan Jeffries, Jeffries Group, Wingfield, South Australia

Mike Alves, City of Modesto, Modesto, CA

Danile Ellsaessar, Black Dog Marketing, Fort Worth, TX

Thomas Hoelscher, Backhus Kompost-Technologic, Allamuchy, NJ

John Stein, Valley Landfill, Inc., Corvallis, OR



manager with over 19 years of
experience in compost market-
ing and end use. 

Time: 9:00AM to 5:00 PM 
Workshop Cost: $125
(includes lunch) 
Limited to a maximum of 30
attendees

National Compost
Certification Exam- January
28, 2004
The USCC, in partnership
with the Solid Waste
Association of North America
(SWANA), is offering the
Certification Exam. Compost
professionals can now be certi-
fied as a Composting Program
Manager. The Certification
Exam will be offered on
Wednesday, January 28th at 9
AM. The exam will cover all
topics relevant to managing a
composting program. Please
check the USCC website, at 
www.compostingcouncil.org
for more information about
this examination.

Awards Nominations -
Awards to be presented at the
conference luncheon on
Tuesday, Jan. 27th include the:

Rufus Chaney Award
For Research Excellence and
for outstanding contributions
furthering the science of com-
posting.

Hi Kellogg Award
For outstanding service to the
composting industry.

H. Clark Gregory Award
For outstanding grassroots
efforts to the composting
industry.

Composter of the Year Award
The name says it all!

The USCC Clean Water
Award, sponsered by Filtrexx
International.
Awarded to a person or com-
pany whose achievements have
positively impacted the aspect
of clean water via the use of
organics and have increased
awareness of the link between
quality soils, compost and
water quality.

Awards will be presented at the
Annual Conference Luncheon
on Tuesday, Jan. 27, 2004.

Criteria for each award can be
found on the USCC website: 
www.compostingccouncil.org

New to the Annual Conference
First Annual USCC Compost
Product Showcase and
Competition
Now is the time to Get Ready!
The USCC will be sponsering
a Compost Showcase and
Competition at the upcoming
Annual Conference in Las
Vegas. The event will allow
producers to showcase their
products as well as provide a
little friendly competition with
their peers. The details are
being finalized and will be pro-
vided in the near future. We
are excited about this event
and trust that it will be both
fun and educational for all.

Website
We hope that have visited the
completely revised and
improved USCC website at 
www.compostingcouncil.org.
The addition of the “members
only” area, member storefronts,
membership directory updates,
a training calendar, commonly

requested information for
download, a USCC publica-
tions list and the RFP notifica-
tion service has made this a
very useful and interactive tool
for anyone with an interest in
the compost industry. We
thank Ginny Black of the
USCC Executive Committee
for all of her hard work to
make this happen. Feel free to
contact Ginny at: 
USCC-ginny@worldnet.att.net
for more detailed information
on member storefronts.

STA Program
The USCC’s most successful
and publicly identifiable pro-
gram is our Seal of Testing
Assurance, or STA Program.
The STA program is currently
a compost testing, labeling and
information disclosure pro-
gram. That could change in
the coming year, depending on
the outcome of the two, hour
and a half sessions currently
scheduled for Tuesday, January
26 at the USCC Annual
Conference. The future evolu-
tion of the STA program into a
possible compost standards
program, to accompany the
existing program, will be
reviewed and discussed. Several
speakers will provide brief pre-
sentations on the possible
direction that the STA pro-
gram could take. This will lead
to a roundtable discussion of

how to get there, assuming
that the consensus opinion is
to develop the program fur-
ther. These sessions should not
be missed by anyone with an
interest in compost standards
or labeling issues!

The STA program has experi-
enced significant growth in
2003. The current program
status is as follows:
Also, of significance to the

composting industry and the
STA program, are the national
compost use specifications for
soil erosion and sediment con-
trol published in 2003 by the
American Association of State
Highway and Transportation
Officials (AASHTO). This
specification requires that com-
post be tested in accordance
with the ‘Test Methods for the
Examination of Composting
and Compost’ (TMECC).
These are the same testing
requirements that STA partici-
pants must subscribe to. This
can only lead to even more
growth and participation in the
USCC STA program in the
future!
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In the STA Program
Companies 67
Products 96
Aprox. cubic yards 2,900,000
States 25

? ??? ? ? ?

What’s Missing Here?
Your Company’s Advertisment!

Where else can you find an advertising medium this 
specific, going to the compost market only, at very competi-

tive pricing?! Contact the USCC office by telephone or e-mail
(uscc@compostingcouncil.org) to reserve space for the next

edition of the Compost Communicator.



Member Profile -
DoppstadtUS
DoppstadtUS was founded in
2002 to bring Europe’s leading
brand of composting and recy-
cling equipment to the United
States. DoppstadtUS, the
exclusive American distributor,
is able to offer the full product
line to customers, as well as
provide the service and support
synonymous with the
Doppstadt brand. Doppstadt
equipment is manufactured by
combining very precise tech-
nology, engineering and design
with solution-oriented
research, all driven by constant
and thorough customer dialog.
Doppstadt has had a long and
close partnership with the
composting industry because
of the maturity of this industry
in Europe. 
DoppstadtUS, following the
philosophy of Doppstadt in
Europe, is also working to
maintain close communication
with the composting industry.
Shane Donnelly, VP of sales,
explains the commitment
DoppstadtUS is making to
composters. We believe equip-
ment sales require more than
just having a product to sell.
You have to know the cus-
tomer’s business at least as well
as they do. With composting,

there are numerous variables
that will affect each operation’s
need to grind or turn or screen
material. We’re better able to
help make recommendations
for how that system can work
best because of the effort we’ve
made to understand those
details. Then we recommend
the equipment that will work
most efficiently for that cus-
tomer. The diversity of the
Doppstadt product line ensures
the customer that they can get
what they need.

DoppstadtUS offers a complete
line of trommels, grinders,
compost turners, material mix-
ers and sifters for the
composting industry.
Each product has spe-
cific features and
options designed for
maximum performance
in a composting opera-
tion. Some products,
such as the WS 720
Taifun, which removes
plastic from compost
through an air separa-
tion process, were pur-
pose-built for the com-
posting industry. Other
products, such as their
trommels and grinders,
were designed for effec-
tive multipurpose func-

tion. The various attachments
and options that are available
were created to be easily
swapped and replaced, maxi-
mizing productivity and reduc-
ing the time spent maintaining
and changing over equipment.

DoppstadtUS is very proud to
be a member of the USCC.
“We see this organization as
the leader in building the com-
posting industry in the United
States, and one that brings
genuine value to its members.
This industry is still rather
young in this country and
there are many opportunities
to be had, but also many chal-

lenges to overcome. Our mem-
bership in the U.S.
Composting Council repre-
sents our commitment to con-
tribute to, serve and support
the industry as it continues to
grow,” says Donnelly.

DoppstadtUS is based in
Haslett, Michigan, and has an
established dealer network
throughout the country. For
more information on
DoppstadtUS, their products,
or for dealer information, visit 
www.doppstadtus.com
or call 517-881-9980.
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DoppstadtUS was founded to bring Europe’s leading
brand of composting and recycling equipment to the US.



Protect all the metals in your electrical and 
electronic equipment against corrosion – for up to
two years. Industrial, tropical, and marine climates
are no match for Cortec emitters. Install in just 
seconds with no monitoring or maintenance later.
They conform to military and many major 
manufacturer specs.

Protect vital
circuitry against

Corrosion
Cor-Pak® tablets pack a powerful corrosion

inhibitor to protect metals. Drop a few tablets
into your bag, box, or package to protect parts
against rust for up to 18 months. Even protects
from salt water during overseas transport.
Eliminates conventional, expensive methods of
applying and removing coatings.

Corrosion
problem?

Take a few
Pills.

Simple to apply Removes rust easily

This biodegradable rust remover won’t harm
paint, plastic, wood, textiles or rubber. Just rust.
Odorless and completely organic, you can use it
just about anywhere: equipment, tools, locks, auto-
motive, marine and farm equipment. Liquid or gel
for indoor and outdoor applications. For complete
facts call: 1-800-4-CORTEC

Mild on
Everything

Except Rust

EcoLine® Cutting Fluid provides
super cooling and lubricity without
the cancer causing combination of
nitrates and amines from old tech-
nology cutting fluids. Fully
biodegradable, this soy-based,
water dilutable concentrate pre-
vents welding of metals and pro-
motes longer life for tools and for
people.

• Environmentally and people
friendly

• Rapid cooling
• Low to no smoke
• Excellent anti-wear
• Excellent lubricity
• Economical
• Patented VpCI® corrosion 

protection

EcoLine Cutting Fluid is ideal for
heavy-duty cutting, milling, turning,
and drilling.

Request your FREE sample today.

Super Cool - Super Lube Cutting Fluid.
Longer Life - for Tools and People.

www.CortecVCI.com
800-4-CORTEC

Soy-based concen-
trate does not con-
tain cancer causing
nitrites and amines.
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4119 White Bear Parkway • St. Paul, MN 55110 USA

www.CortecVCI.com
1-800-4-CORTEC

Being a World Leader in 
Environmentally-Safe

Corrosion
Protection/Solutions

has its Responsibilities

Eco Film™ provides a durable exterior
for short term shipping and storage. The
100% biodegradable and compostable
film passed the bio-standard ASTM
5338 for degradation in a compost.
There’s no transport of toxins that leach
into ground water and plant life.
America’s answer for export shipments
to Europe and the Pacific Rim, Eco Film breaks the hazardous
chain of toxic production and disposal.

New bio-based Eco Film™ for
global Recycling

In a compost, Eco
Film™ degrades in just

6 weeks!

EcoAir® VpCI-324 is the new multi-purpose oil and lubricant you
can use just about anywhere, anytime. So effective, it received
USDA H1 food rating approval. Innovative air-powered spray appli-
cation replaces traditional petroleum based flammable propellant
gases. No aerosols of CFCs, non-flammable. Alleviate lubricating
heart burn to day.

New air-powered organic oil-
no aerosol After-taste



Members in the News
USCC/STA member, ERTH
Products, a Plains, GA based
organic waste recovery and
composting company, has been
named the winner of the
Southern Nursery Association
(SNA) 2003 Environmental
Leadership Award which recog-
nizes outstanding leadership
for environmentally friendly
practices. Please go to the
USCC website at: 
www.compostingcouncil.org
for more details.

USCC member, The City of
Rapid City, South Dakota,
began a journey fifteen years
ago to decide what options
they should select in handling
local solid waste. The City has
always owned and operated the
local landfill, which ultimately
became a regional facility as a
result of increasing regulatory
requirements.  The landfill cur-
rently serves a population base
of approximately 85,000 peo-
ple and receives a total of
approximately 135,000 tons
per year.  The solid waste divi-
sion operates the landfill at a
tipping fee of $45 per ton. 

In 1990, the Mayor appointed
a Citizens Committee to study
the options available to handle
solid waste and to develop a
workable solid waste plan.
That plan was presented to the
City Council in July of 1992,
and adopted in January of
1993.  Three solid waste pro-
cessing options were adopted
at that time. They included;
yard trimmings composting,
traditional recycling, and
MSW composting.  In 1993,
the City banned all yard trim-
mings from being landfilled
and began a formal yard trim-

mings composting program.
The City currently processes
approximately 15,000 ton per
year of yard trimmings into a
high quality line of compost
and mulch.

The process of permitting and
designing a material recovery
facility and an MSW compost-
ing plant began in 1994.  The
material recovery facility was
completed in 1996. The City
purchased and installed two
Dano drums that had been
used in a facility in Portland,
Oregon, as part of the system.
The drums were operated suc-
cessfully as volume reduction
mechanisms until April of
2003, when the MSW com-
posting facility was brought on
line.

The composting facility uses
the IPS turner system market-
ed by USCC member U.S.
Filter.  The facility can also
receive and process approxi-
mately 15,000 to 20,000 gal-
lons biosolids/day, from the
City's water reclamation facili-
ty. This co-composting facility
will process approximately 213
wet tons of MSW/biosolids per
day at 55% moisture.  It is
estimated that it will produce
approximately 25,000 tons per
year, of high quality co-com-
post.  They plan on joining the
USCC's STA program as soon
as they are fully operational,
which should be by January of
2004.

The total cost of the material
recovery facility and the co-
composting facility was
approximately $21,000,000.
The current tipping fee is not
subsidized in any way and pays
for the operations, mainte-
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2003 USCC Officers, Board and Executive Director

President
Kevin Tritz, Specialized Environmental Technologies, Inc. 
(Bloomington, MN)

Vice President 
David Hill, US Filter/ Baltimore City Composting Facility 
(Baltimore, MD)

Secretary
Matt Cotton, Integrated Waste Management Consulting 
(Nevada City, CA)

Treasurer 
Ginny Black, Minnesota Office of Environmental Assistance 
(St. Paul, MN)

Immediate Past Pres.
Jack Hoeck, Rexius Forest Products 
(Eugene, OR)

Executive Director 
Dr. Stuart Buckner

2003 Board of Directors

Sharon Barnes, Barnes Nursery, Inc. 
(Huron, OH)

Dr. Walter Carey, New Milford Farms, Inc. 
(New Milford, CT)

Dr. Eliot Epstein, Tetra Tech, Inc. 
(Stoughton, MA)

Jack Hoeck, Rexius Forest By-Products, Inc. 
(Eugene, OR)

Wayne E. King, Sr., ERTH Products, LLC 
(Peachtree City, GA)

Carl Kipp, Paygro, a Division of Garick Corp.
(S. Charleston, OH)

Jim McNelly, Renewable Carbon Management, LLC 
(St. Cloud, MN)

Jeff Gage, Compost Design Services

Scott Plett, Davenport Compost Facility 
(Davenport, IA)

Dr. Robert Rynk, JG Press, Inc. 
(Emmaus, PA)

Dr. Scott Subler, Pacific Garden Co. 
(Millheim, PA)
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nance, and debt service of this
investment.  It has been calcu-
lated that the city will reduce
what has been traditionally
been landfilled by 50% to
60%.  The current landfill,
approximately 250 acres in
size, will receive an estimated
25 year life extension, as a
result of these changes!

Persons interested in learning
about this success story may
contact Jerry Wright,
Superintendent, Solid Waste
Operations, City of Rapid
City, 300 6th Street, Rapid
City, South Dakota 57701, or
by e-mail 
jerry.wright@rcgov.org, or by
phone at 605-355-3496. 

Compost Use for
Stormwater Applications
‘Gains Ground’ 
Rod Tyler

The use of compost for soil
erosion and sediment control is
becoming more reported and
more common in the field.
‘Gaining ground’ is obviously
an oxymoron when we are
talking about how America has
already lost a large portion of
our fertile soils to erosion.  The
secret is to use compost to
‘keep us from losing ground’.
There is now an abundance of
both field and research data
available to answer the ques-
tions raised by regulatory offi-
cials about the use of compost
in this application.  

First of all, let’s clear the air on
a pet peeve. The reason for the
recent passage of the Phase II
NPDES regulations is because
our water is contaminated with
the number one pollutant: sed-

iment, and Phase I plan did
not achieve its goals.  Or, to
put it another way, some of the
tools selected to be used for
Phase I, worked less than the
installers hoped. Either way, it
creates a time sensitive oppor-
tunity for compost markets.
Contractors are responsible for
reducing the amount of sedi-
ment discharged from con-
struction sites since Phase II
NPDES was passed in March
of 2003.  Using compost is
only one option they may
select.  It is our job, as the
composting industry, is to
show that compost is a better
option than the other tools
available. If we do that, com-
post markets will grow.

The first major publication rel-
evant to the use of compost for
sediment control was pub-
lished in 1993 by Bill Stewart.
Since that time, landmark pub-
lications include the EPA’s ref-
erence to using compost in
1997, several state’s DOT spec-
ifications, and most recently,
the AASHTO specs. which
were published this summer.
All of these references point to
specific case studies, or draw
upon a solid base of combined
data from field and lab to show
compost is effective at reducing
erosion and stopping sediment.
Perhaps the best recent project
completed, similar to Stewart’s
1993 study, is the work by
Tom Glanville at Iowa State
University.  

The #1 problem compost mar-
keters must continue to over-
come is a general lack of
awareness and acceptance of
compost as a new best manage-
ment practice, or BMP, regard-
ing this application. You can

overcome this challenge!
Several companies have already
completed thousands of proj-
ects using compost, so the
familiar adage, ‘seeing is believ-
ing’ is getting easier and easier
to use. Some 15 or so states,
when looking at DOT specifi-
cations, had composting on
the brain even prior to the
AASHTO work. The AASH-
TO specs. point out that com-
post works in a number of sit-
uations to keep sediment from
going into the water. The actu-
al documents include specifica-
tions MP9-03 for berms, and
MP10-03 for blankets. The
Texas DOT also has a special
provision (section 1059) and
recently, the USACE approved
compost as an acceptable BMP
under the local TCEQ 401
water quality certification.  

Many regulators, inspectors
and technical personnel in the
erosion control industry are
still not familiar with compost
in this application, despite this
well documented evidence. It
seems that it is just not ‘natu-
ral’ for compost to stay in
place on a slope, in a berm, or
other similar applications using
containment systems.
However, the clincher for a
skeptic is to see the success
that compost brings to a proj-
ect where something else has
failed, or to see a compost use
project that is performing well
in the face of adverse weather
or site conditions. These
‘demonstrations’ will only hap-
pen if you, the composter,
seizes the moment and
MAKES them happen!  

In summary, compost use for
erosion control, stormwater fil-
tration and other environmen-

tal applications has been
reported more in recent news
(the last 3 years) than most
other new products or new
markets. Most would agree the
potential for volume sales and
respectable pricing allows this
market some good prospects
for future growth.  

Greenscapes Program -
Recently, the USEPA kicked
off a program entitled
‘Greenscapes’.  This promises
to offer profound effects on
the market development for
compost use in environmental
applications, because it is try-
ing to link building programs
with sustainability.  As such,
nothing could be more natural
than using compost.
Greenscapes now focuses on
using examples from field proj-
ects that may be submitted via
a website form, which can cre-
ate literally hundreds of exam-
ples of using compost correctly
and encouraging the discussion
of those results.  

Together with Greenscapes and
other programs (LEED,
USGBC, Smart Growth, and
Buy Bio) our industry has been
presented with a unique
opportunity. There are very
few products that can claim to
be; locally made, annually
renewable, bio-based, organic,
recycled and natural.  Compost
IS all of these! If the efforts
from these collective programs
reflect any sign about changes
in landscaping, construction or
other site work, compost is
sure to be used as commonly
as silt fence is today.  If used
properly, it should perform
better and cost less.  How can
you help, as a compost indus-
try person earning their living
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from our industry?  Spread the
word about the successes that
have been reported.  Refer
skeptics to the growing list of
resources mentioned above.
What should you say if people
inquire about a possible com-
post shortage?  Do what we
do- just tell them, “Keep on
using it and we’ll make more!”

Rod Tyler is CEO of Filtrexx
International and can be
reached at info@filtrexx.com or 
440-926-2607

For more resources, contact
these websites: 

http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/
non-hw/green/success.htm

For general info on EPA’s new
success program
http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/
non-hw/green/pubs/filtrexx.pdf

For compost related applica-

tions for roadsides.  Also, click 
http://www.tnrcc.state.tx.us/pe
rmitting/waterperm/wqs-
tand/401cert.html

For the US Green Building
Council - 
http://www.usgbc.org

Member Company Expands

Eastern Organic Resources has
acquired Woodhue Ltd. of
Wrightstown, New Jersey, an
organics recycling, composting
and soil blending facility locat-
ed in Central New Jersey.

Woodhue Ltd. is engaged in
the recycling of clean organic
wastes through composting.
The facility is located on 156
acres of former farm land in
Springfield Twp., New Jersey.

Woodhue is a well established,
fully permitted open windrow
composting operation which

processes grass, leaves, brush,
and organic pre-consumer food
waste, including spoiled fruits,
vegetables, bakery goods, floral
shop discards, wax covered
cardboard, clean paper waste
products, and other clean pre-
consumer food wastes.  It is
currently the only facility in
New Jersey licensed to treat
food waste.  Woodhue is also
permitted to receive and
process other clean residual
wastes such as potable water
residuals, paper sludge,
diatomaceous earth, and clean
soils.
Future plans for the facility
also include the addition of an
"In-Vessel" accelerated com-
posting system in order to
process restaurant, hotel, and
institutional organic waste to
include meat and fish.  

Additionally, Woodhue mar-
kets a range of high quality
composts and soil blends to

the landscape, lawn and gar-
den, golf course, home garden-
ing and agricultural markets.
Woodhue Ltd. day to day
operations are managed by
Michael Manna, President who
has over 20 years of experience
in the waste business.  

Eastern Organic Resources
consists of Michael Maynard
and Michael Giuliano, both
successful New England land
and resort developers and
Nelson Widell, of Pennington
New Jersey who has successful-
ly developed a number of com-
posting facilities in the U.S.
and around the world over the
past 20 years.  

For more information contact
Nelson Widell or Mike Manna
(609) 723-6211
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The U.S. Composting Council...
Would like to thank the following companies for their 

generous support of the 12th Annual Conference

Current Sponsors Include:

Gold Sponsor: Contribution between $5,000.00 and $7,499.00 
NRG Processing Solutions

Waste Management,Inc
Cortec Corp. & BASF

Silver Sponsor: Contribution between $2,500.00 and $4,999.00
Plastics Solutions Inc. & Envision Inc.

W.L. Gore & Associates, Gmbh
Continental Biomass Industries
MSW Management Magazine

BioCycle

Bronze Sponsor: Contribution between $1,000.00 and $2,499.00
Komptech-Farwick of North America

Sheremeta Envt'l Consultants
Barnes Nursery, Inc
Composting News
Procter & Gamble
ERTH Products

A-1 Organics
ALLU Group

Tetra Tech
US Filter
Synagro

Benefactor: Contribution between $500.00 and $999.00
Kellogg Garden Products
Kessler Consulting, Inc.
Garick Paygro Division
Filtrexx International
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